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Our school open houses were held 
in-person this year, bringing 
many families back into our 

school buildings to strengthen this 
critical partnership. Fall athletics are 
under way, and the stands are filled with 
spectators. School-wide assemblies have 
resumed and are helping foster a sense 
of school community. Volunteers have 
been welcomed back into our buildings, 
allowing more opportunities to strengthen 

family partnerships and 
build connection 

with the broader 
Federal Way 
community.  

It’s exciting to see 
the 2022–23 school 
year shaping up 
to be the most 
“normal” school 
year our scholars 
have had in three 
years. Together, our 
staff, families, scholars 
and community can make 
this an amazing year for each and every 
scholar in Federal Way Public Schools.  

 
“To help 

support my student 
academically, I am there  

for them, recognize if they  
are having a hard day, and  
let them know I’m a person 

they can talk to.”

T E A C H E R

This fall, we welcomed back nearly 21,000 scholars  
to our 37 school sites.

Hello Federal Way Public Schools  
Families and Community, 

The 2022–23 school year is underway, 
and I’ve enjoyed seeing our scholars’ 
smiling faces back in our classrooms. 
Each new school year is filled with new 
possibilities, and I can’t wait to see how we 
grow together over the coming months. 

In Federal Way Public Schools, we’re 
dedicated to every scholar’s academic 
success, and we’re committed to making 
each classroom an environment where 
scholars are engaged, supported, and 
challenged academically. We know that 
you, our parents, families and caregivers, 
are your child’s first teacher and are also 
critical partners in your child’s success. 
Here are three areas we’re focused on this 
school year: 

Accelerating Learning 
We believe every scholar can learn and 
achieve at the highest level, and we remain 
committed to setting up each of our scholars 
for academic success. This year, across the 
district, we’re focusing on increasing rigor 
and engagement for our students, focusing 
on specific instructional strategies to help 
scholars feel more engaged, connected  
to their schoolwork, and supported. 

Building Safe and Inclusive School 
Communities 
Every school year we support safe and 
inclusive communities at all our schools, bus 
stops, playgrounds, and cafeterias by set-
ting expectations with scholars and sharing 
how we can all help one another to achieve 
success. For the first full 30 days of school, 
we focused on setting expectations with 
scholars and building safe communities, 
where everyone feels welcome and ready 
to learn. We will continue to reteach these 
expectations throughout the year and look 
forward to your partnership in helping to 
reinforce these expectations at home. 

We also know staf f can benef it from 
additional support, and we have made 
investments in the well-being of our staff, 
including hiring a staff wellness coordinator, 
and making Talkspace available to all staff 
and their dependents.  

Strengthening Community and  
Family Partnerships 
We’ve heard from many families, scholars, 
and community members who missed 
having in-person opportunities to engage 
when public health requirements limited 
these options, and from families who felt 
less connection to their child’s school as a 
result. We missed this connection too, and 
we are excited to refresh and recommit 
to our partnerships with families and 
community this fall by welcoming more 
families into our school buildings for family 
events and family advisory committees. We 
will also be seeking school volunteers, and 
we are eager to have you on our campuses 
helping out in our schools. To learn more 
about volunteering in our schools, visit 
www.fwps.org/Volunteer or check out the 
back page of this Scholar Chronicle. 

Strengthening the connections between 
schools, homes, and the greater Federal 
Way community means greater support 
for our scholars and families, and greater 
success for all as a result. Together, we can 
make a difference in our community. 

In Partnership,

A  N O T E  F R O M  D R .  DA N I  P F E I F F E R , 
S U P E R I N T E N D E N T

Dr. Dani Pfeiffer

“It’s important to 
challenge yourself 

academically because 
that’s how you grow 

—it lets you learn and 
make mistakes.”

F W P S  H I G H  S C H O O L 
S C H O L A R

“The thing I really 
love about learning 

is math. It’s 
enjoyable because 
you have partners 

and can help 
each other when 
someone doesn’t 
understand the 

equation.”

F W P S  E L E M E N TA R Y  
S C H O L A R 

“I’m mostly 
excited about 
a normal year, 
being able to 
really focus 

on instruction 
and seeing how 

far students 
can take their 

learning.”

P R I N C I PA L ,  
W I L D W O O D  

E L E M E N TA R Y  
S C H O O L

“I’m proud to be part  
of an athletics 

team—meeting new 
people, memories you 

can make, working 
with others. It’s just 
a great time to make 

bonds and make  
new friends.”

F W P S  M I D D L E  S C H O O L 
S C H O L A R

http://www.fwps.org/Volunteer


• Bus Drivers
• Clerical
• Counselors
• Custodians
• Guest Employees 

(Substitutes)
• Health Workers
• Nutrition Services
• Paraeducator/ 

Teacher Assistance
• Special Education 

Teachers
• And more!

Competitive pay & benefits, 
schedule flexibility, 
professional development, 
and career advancement 
opportunities.Visit www.fwps.org/careers or call 253-945-2073 for more information.

JOIN OUR TEAM! WE’RE HIRING:

LEARN MORE  
AND APPLY TODAY!

A L U M N I :

MARANA YAZZIE

Olympic View  
Alumni

From 2002–2007, Marana Yazzie 
attended Olympic View Elementary 
School, before moving on to other 
schools in the district. Since she 
was young, Marana knew an 
office environment or sedentary 
work wasn’t for her. Now as an 
apprentice carpenter, her journey 
in the trades led her back to her 
childhood school—Olympic View, 
which is being rebuilt as a K–8 
school, thanks to voter approval 
of the phase 2 school construction 
bond. 

FWPS: What are you doing right now?

Right now, I’m going through 
the Carpenters Apprentice- 
ship through the Northwest 
Carpenters Inst it ute of 
Washington. It’s a four-year 
program and most of the 
training happens on the job 
except for class at the training 
center one week every three 
months.

FWPS: How did you decide 
to enter the apprenticeship 
program?

I always knew trades were an option for me. My mother, 
uncle, and cousins were all union carpenters before me. 
From watching and learning from my mom at an early age, 
I knew that just because I am a woman does not mean I can’t 
get out there and do it.

FWPS: What type of work do you do?

I’m an 8th period Carpenter apprentice. Right now, I’m 
learning to do layout with total station, and when I’m not 
doing that, I’m doing deck work.

How did you end up working on the Olympic View project?

FWPS: At the Carpenters union, we have a dispatch system 
to look for work. I got a call for a job in Federal Way that 
turned out to be run by Forma, the general contractor, that 
was working on the new Lake Grove Elementary School. 
They called me and asked if I’d like to work with them again 
on Olympic View, and of course I said ‘yes!”

FWPS: How did it feel to work on a project at a school you 
once attended?

It felt pretty cool, 
though a bit weird 
since the school I 
knew was gone. But, 
it’s still really cool 
to be part of a new 
beginning.

FWPS: What advice 
would you give 
current FWPS high 
school students?

Don’t be afraid to try new things and always ask questions. 
If you absolutely don’t think college is right for you, maybe 
try a trade out!

FAFSA/WASFA
2023–24 FAFSA and WASFA applications are now available

Completing the Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA) or the Washington Application for State Financial 

Aid (WASFA) is the first step to getting financial aid in college. 
Seniors are encouraged to complete one of these applications as 
soon as possible for maximum student aid.

Visit www.fwps.org/finaid to learn more about the application 
and eligibility. 

College Bound Scholarship

Seventh and eighth grade scholars may be eligible for the College 
Bound Scholarship. The scholarship, which is administered 

by the Washington Student Achievement Council (WSAC), is an 
early commitment of state financial aid to eligible students who 
fulfill the College Bound pledge. 

To qualify for this aid, families must complete the Family Income 
Survey to determine student eligibility. If eligible, students must 
maintain a 2.0 GPS in high school and apply for FAFSA or WASFA 
during their senior year of high school, among other requirements.

Learn more at www.fwps.org/CollegeBoundScholarship.

Pre-Apprenticeship Program
Trades continue to be a lucrative option for scholars

In August, we shared the news of FWPS recent graduate Colfax 
and senior Aaron who received direct entry into the King County 

WWJACT apprenticeship program to earn a starting wage of 
$70,000 per year with benefits after participating in a Sheet Metal 
Apprenticeship Bootcamp. Both were connected to the opportunity 
through Federal Way High School’s Pre-Apprenticeship program, 
which offers 11-12 grade scholars a chance to explore trades while 
earning dual-credit, industry certifications, and preferred entry 
into apprenticeships.

In addition to the Pre-Apprenticeship Program at FWHS, we offer 
a number of Career and Technical Education (CTE) courses for 
scholars to learn trades. Students are rebuilding engines through 
the automotive program at Decatur High School, and building 
cabinets in Carpentry at Thomas Jefferson High School, and more.

 F L A S H  F O R W A R D 
A LU M N I  S P O T L I G H T

Life After High School

M iddle and high school scholars: Attend 
Life After High School to explore post-

secondary options including 2– and 4–year 
colleges, apprenticeships, military, and more! Visit booths, attend 
workshops, and get help completing FAFSA/WASFA financial 
aid applications. To learn more, visit www.fwps.org/LAHS.
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NOW MORE THAN EVER  

SCHOOLS CAN’T  
DO IT ALONE

• Bridget O’Connor,  
Red Canoe Credit Union,

• Shelley Pauls,  
We Love Our City Federal Way,

• Holly Andrews,  
Brooklake Church, and

• Caleb Kim, Christ's Church

whose donation from the Fill 
the Canoe Back to School 
Drive of 1,100 backpacks, 2,838 
pounds of school supplies, and 
back to school events at Illaheee 
and Scajawea Middle School, 
supports our scholars and their 
learning.

to the following community 
partners for their generous 

donation that positively impact 
the lives of scholars attending 

Federal Way Public Schools.

This list reflects donations received 
September 20, 2022

Thank you

C O L L E G E  &  C A R E E R

For a full list 
of trade courses 
available, visit 
www.fwps.org/
CourseCatalog. 

JOIN US  
AT OUR 
CAREER 
FAIRS!

http://www.fwps.org/careers
http://www.fwps.org/finaid
http://www.fwps.org/CollegeBoundScholarship
http://www.fwps.org/LAHS
http://www.fwps.org/CourseCatalog
http://www.fwps.org/CourseCatalog
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S C H O O L  C O N S T R U C T I O N  U P D A T E S

Now’s the time to check out ParentVUE!
Website: https://grades.fwps.org
Mobile app: Download the FWPS mobile app  

ParentVUE is your source 
for important information 
about your child’s attendance, 
grades, academic courses, 
and teacher information.

If you have not activated your ParentVUE 
account, please contact your child’s school.

FWPS ParentS and GuardianS:
Do you know how your child is doing academically?

A

ParentVUE

Planning is in motion to pre-
pare for construction on the 
new ILLAHEE MIDDLE SCHOOL. 
The SEPA determination has been issued and published, 50%  
of design development is in review, we’ve submitted the Land 
Use Permit to the City of Federal Way, and have also submitted 
and received approval for street improvement modification.

OLYMPIC VIEW K–8 Construction continues at 
Olympic View which will open again as a K–8. In 
recent months, we held a beam signing ceremony 
to commemorate the completion of the steel 
structure, The concrete decks have been poured 
and the building will be dried-in this month!

Construction is now finished at STAR LAKE ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL which opened to students for the 2022–23  
school year! Take a look at some photos of students 
enjoying their new building from the first day of school!

OCCUPANC Y

CONSTRUC TION

DESIGN

Saturday Scholar 
Community (SSC) 
is a fun and exciting 
5-week series of 
Saturday morning 
classes for scholars in 
grades 5 and 8. SSC 

provides academic help and offers multiple 
fun and engaging courses covering athletic, 
social emotional, and fine arts experiences 
to support scholars who will be transitioning 
from elementary to middle school, and from 
middle school to high school.

Every scholar enrolled will experience aca-
demic strategies to help prepare them for the 
year ahead, as well as an elective course.

In Spring 2022, we hosted the first-ever 
SSC, designed with scholar voice in mind, 
and it was in high demand! We served  

FWPS Saturday Scholar CommunityFWPS Saturday Scholar Community

ATHLETIC ACTIVITIES

SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL ACADEMIC SUPPORT

Due to permitting procedures, 
the progress on THOMAS 
JEFFERSON’S ATHLETIC FIELDS is 
paused until March 2023. This 
project was a surprise addition 
to the original plans and made 
possible by the cost-savings 
realized from the original 
building project.

THE FWHS PRE-
APPRENTICESHIP 
OUTDOOR LEARNING 
COURTYARD is 
scheduled to be 

completed mid-October and will 
allow program participants to 
build large-scale structures in an 
outdoor setting and gain real-
world experiences in  
construction.

Following the com- 
munity Open House 
in May, our planning 
and construction team is steadily working to finalize 
renovation design plans on MEMORIAL FIELD, consider-
ing community feedback and suggestions. Construction  
is set to begin in Winter 2022.

We’re nearing the end of our planned construction projects which 
were part of the 2017 school construction bond. However, as the 
bond projects wrap up, we’ve taken on a few additional projects to 
improve our school campuses. Photos and content are current as of September 2022.  

We invite you to 
attend the ribbon 
cutting celebration  
on Monday, 

November 14 from 3–4 p.m. at 
FWHS. Learn more at www.fwps.
org/PreApprenticeship.

LEARNING PARTNERSHIP 
GUIDE 

What will my child learn this year? 
What tools are available to 

support my child’s learning? This and 
more can be found in the Learning 
Partnership Guide! Your school 
will provide a hard copy to you, or 
you can read it online in multiple 
languages here: www.fwps.org/
learningpartnership.

FW School District #210
33330 8th Avenue South
Federal Way, WA 98003

Digital Communications Tools in Federal Way Public Schools

FOR MORE  
INFORMATION 

How-to videos and 
resources can be 

found on our website 
at www.fwps.org/

parentportal 

First Name Last Name
12345 6th Ave

Federal Way, WA 98003

Office of the Superintendent
33330 8th Avenue South
Federal Way, WA 98003
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Did you know our website 
is translatable in over 100 
languages? 

To change the language on the FWPS website: 

• Go to www.fwps.org 

• Click on the ‘Translate Language’ at the top 
right of the webpage 

• Select your preferred language from the 
drop-down menu 

Does your child(ren) need access to  
a computer to access their learning 
at home? 

Please indicate technology access needs 
for your child during the online registration 
process. If you have questions or need 
assistance, contact your child’s school.  

NONDISCRIMINATION and EQUAL 
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY STATEMENT

Federal Way Public Schools does not 
discriminate in any programs or activities  
on the basis of race, color, national origin or  
ethnicity, religion, creed, sex or gender,  
sexual orientation, gender expression or 
identity, age, marital or family status,  
veteran or military status; disability, or the  
use of a trained dog guide or service animal.  
The district provides equal access to the  
Boy Scouts of America and other designated 
youth groups. For more information:  
www.fwps.org

ParentVUE 

ParentVUE is your way to check your  
child’s grades, attendance and communicate 
with your child’s teacher. To access ParentVUE, 
visit https://grades.fwps.org/. 

Parents and guardians, make sure your 
contact information is up to date! 

In order to receive communications from the 
district, school and school staff, it’s important 
that your contact information in your 
ParentVUE account is current. 

You can update your account by visiting 
https://grades.fwps.org/.

If you have not activated your ParentVUE 
account, please contact your child’s school. 
To receive voice messages, ensure you 
have entered a mobile or home phone, and 
selected the corresponding type. 

ParentVUE allows for two-way communi-
cation between teachers and parents in 
multiple languages. To receive messages 
in a language other than English, please set 
your preferred language on the login page of 
ParentVUE or on the mobile app. 

When your child’s teacher sends a message 
through ParentVUE, you will receive an email 
containing the message. To respond to this 
message, you must login to your ParentVUE 
account. (Do not respond to the noreply@
fwps.org email notification.) 

If you need assistance with ParentVUE, visit 
https://www.fwps.org/ParentPortal or email 
grades@fwps.org.

Canvas 
Canvas is a Learning Management System (LMS) that provides students 
and parents access to digital learning, classroom(s) weekly schedules, 
and more. To access Canvas, go to FWPS’ Launchpad to Learning at 
http://learn.fwps.org. Your child’s username is their Student ID, and 
their password is the same one used to log in to computers at school. 

Phone Calls 
Teachers may contact you using a calling system (i.e. Remind). You may 
notice the number may appear from a different area code than our 
geographical area.  

Texting  
Staff texting to parents and students 
Remind is a communication tool that is used by staff such as teachers 
to communicate with parents via email, texting and voice and students 
via email. Texting is available for students ages 13 & over. Students and 
parents are automatically opted in. For more information about Remind 
or how to opt out, visit www.fwps.org/remind. 

School and district-wide texting to parents  
Texting is also available from your child’s school and the school district. 
More information can be found here: www.fwps.org/Page/2139. 

Zoom Meetings  
For some families, video conferences will be the best way 
to connect with your child’s teacher. Your child’s teacher 
may send you an invitation to participate in a Zoom video 
conference. To access this meeting on a computer, click on 
the link provided in the invitation. To access this meeting 
over the phone, you can call the number provided or 
download the Zoom mobile app at https://www.zoom.us/
download. 

Parent Portal 

The Parent Portal is the place where you will 
find all needs related to your child’s learning! 
Visit www.fwps.org/parentportal to find 
frequently asked questions, links to common 
resources, “How to” videos related to digital 
resources, and more.  

Launchpad to Learning

Launchpad to Learning is a one-stop 
online location that provides access to 
all school applications and educational 
resources.

Check it out at: http://learn.fwps.org.

The resources below will help connect 
you and your child with important 
learning for this school year. 

We are committed to  
a bright future for your child!

Family Resources
2 0 2 2 – 2 3  S C H O O L  Y E A R

The information contained in this guide was current at the time of printing. Federal, state and local laws may 
influence updates to district policies and procedures, and the most current version can be found at www.fwps.org. JULY 2022

Learning 
Partnership 
Guide

GRADUATING CLASS OF 2033

GRADE
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Second grade is an important time in your child’s life. Your child is 

transitioning from a primary scholar to an intermediate scholar to be ready 

for third grade. This guide provides an overview of the academic standards 

and social emotional milestones that your child will experience this year. 

Academic standards are important because they help ensure that all scholars 

are prepared for success. This guide is meant to support you in understanding 

what your child is learning, and provide ways you can speak with your child’s 

teacher about their progress and growth over the year.

Welcome!Welcome!

2022–23 SCHOOL YEAR

OUR 
STRATEGIC 
GOALS

1.  
THE EARLY YEARS:  
Building the 
foundation

2.  
WHOLE CHILD:  
Thriving,  
confident,  
responsible  
individuals

3.  
ACTIVE LEARNERS:  
Engaged, empowered 
critical thinkers

4.  
CONTENT-AREA 
COMPETENCE:  
Mastery of all subjects

5.  
PERSISTENCE  
TO GRADUATION:  
High school 
graduation through 
successful transitions

Federal Way
Public Schools

MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN  
A YOUNG PERSON’S LIFE

Federal Way Public Schools invites you to be a 
mentor for the 2022–23 school year. Mentors 
nurture, advocate, support, and share the 
responsibility to ensure their scholars  
have multiple opportunities to set and  
meet goals.

the  
Mentor 
& Me 
Program

Become a Mentor

C O N T A C T  Nicole Collopy 
College & Career Readiness Facilitator  
253-945-2126  |  ncollopy@fwps.org

L E A R N  M O R E
Provide your contact inform- 
ation via the QR Code, or visit 
www.fwps.org/MentorAndMe

FREE TUTORING 
FOR FWPS 
SCHOLARS!

Does your child 
need one-on-one 

homework help? FWPS 
is offering free online 
tutoring for scholars 
in grades 4–12 for the 
2022–23 school year! 
Scholars can sign up 
through Launchpad to 
Learning, accessible at 
http://learn.fwps.org. 
For more information 
about how to access this 
service at no cost, visit: 
https://www.fwps.org/
Page/8221

over 200 students at the inaugural SSC, 
and we are excited to build on last years’ 
success and expand to 2 sessions this school 
year.

We’ll continue to incorporate scholar voice 
as we plan for this year, and all 5th and 8th 
grade scholars will have the opportunity 
to complete an interest survey to help 
determine the class offerings for both 
sessions of SSC.

http://www.fwps.org/PreApprencticeship
http://www.fwps.org/PreApprencticeship
http://www.fwps.org/learningpartnership
http://www.fwps.org/learningpartnership
mailto:ncollopy@fwps.org
http://www.fwps.org/MentorAndMe
http://learn.fwps.org
https://www.fwps.org/Page/8221
https://www.fwps.org/Page/8221
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The Scholar Chronicle is published periodically throughout the year by Federal Way Public Schools. 
Write us at 33330 8th Avenue South, Federal Way WA 98003, or call 253-945-2000. Visit our website 
at www.fwps.org. Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/fwps210 Twitter: @fwps210

FW School District #210
33330 8th Avenue South
Federal Way, WA 98003

NONDISCRIMINATION  
and EQUAL EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITY STATEMENT

Federal Way Public Schools does not 
discriminate in any programs or activities 
on the basis of race, color, national origin 
or ethnicity, religion, creed, sex or gender, 
sexual orientation, gender expression 
or identity, age, marital or family status, 
veteran or military status; disability, or 
the use of a trained dog guide or service 
animal. The District provides equal access 
to the Boy Scouts of America and other 
designated youth groups. For more 
information: www.fwps.org

S H A R E  Y O U R  S T O R I E S

What does it mean to be #FWPSProud?
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Learn more  
and share  

your stories at  
www.fwps.org/

FWPSProud

F ederal Way Public Schools is the most 
diverse school district in Washington 
state, with over 107 languages spoken 
at home among almost 21,000 students. 

Our scholars are achieving in and outside the 
classroom—earning various competitions 
and recognition both locally and nationally. 
We reached an all-time high for FWPS, with 
145 earning the Seal of Biliteracy. Our FAFSA 
completion rate ranked over 20% higher than the 
rest of Washington State. Even upon returning 
from remote learning, in the last year, FWPS 
was able to support the most credit recovery 
completions in a single year, and 95% of scholars 
made it through the school year modeling positive 
behavior and without any exclusionary discipline.

With dedicated central office and school-level 
support and community investment, scholars are 
receiving a culturally relevant, inclusive education 
that allows for curiosity and exploration.

With all these successes, it’s easy to be 
#FWPSProud to be part of Federal Way  
Public Schools.

VOLUNTEER IN  
FEDERAL WAY  
PUBLIC SCHOOLS

We’re excited to 
welcome more 
volunteers into our 

school buildings! This school 
year, we’re opening up more 
opportunities for the community 
and family to support scholars  
by volunteering their time  
and talents.

To learn more and complete  
an interest form, visit  
www.fwps.org/Volunteer.
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